
What Art Is: Arthur Danto's Philosophical
Journey

Arthur Danto was an American philosopher and art critic who is best known
for his work on the philosophy of art. In his book 'What Art Is,' Danto argues
that the definition of art is not fixed, but rather changes over time. He
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explores the relationship between art and philosophy, and examines the
role of the artist in society.
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The Definition of Art

Danto begins his book by asking the question, "What is art?" He argues
that there is no one answer to this question, because the definition of art
has changed over time. In the past, art was defined as the imitation of
nature. However, in the 20th century, artists began to experiment with new
forms of art, such as abstract expressionism and conceptual art. These
new forms of art challenged the traditional definition of art, and Danto
argues that we need to adopt a new definition that is more inclusive.

Danto proposes that art is anything that is created with the intention of
being art. This definition is broad, but it allows us to include all of the
different forms of art that have been created throughout history. Danto
argues that art is not simply a matter of aesthetics. It is also a matter of
intention. If an artist creates something with the intention of it being art,
then it is art, even if it does not meet our traditional expectations of what art
should be.
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The Relationship Between Art and Philosophy

Danto argues that art and philosophy are closely related. He believes that
art can be a source of philosophical insight, and that philosophy can help
us to understand art. Danto's work on the philosophy of art has had a
profound impact on both art theory and philosophy. He has helped to bridge
the gap between the two disciplines, and he has shown us that art is a
complex and multifaceted phenomenon that can be studied from a variety
of perspectives.

The Role of the Artist in Society

Danto believes that artists play an important role in society. He argues that
artists help us to see the world in new ways, and that they can challenge
our assumptions about what is possible. Danto also believes that artists
can help us to understand ourselves better. By creating art, artists can
express their own unique perspectives on the world, and they can help us
to see the world from their point of view.

Arthur Danto was a brilliant philosopher and art critic who made a
significant contribution to the philosophy of art. His work has helped us to
understand art in new ways, and he has shown us that art is a complex and
multifaceted phenomenon that can be studied from a variety of
perspectives. Danto's work is essential reading for anyone who is
interested in art theory or philosophy.
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