
Verb Verb Complexes in Asian Languages: A
Labyrinth of Linguistic Wonder
: Exploring the Linguistic Landscape

The world of language is a vast and enigmatic landscape, teeming with
complexities and subtleties that captivate the minds of linguists and
language enthusiasts alike. Amidst this linguistic tapestry, the intricate
realm of verb verb complexes (VVCs) in Asian languages stands as a
mesmerizing subject of study, beckoning scholars to delve into its depths.

VVCs are a unique type of linguistic structure prevalent in many Asian
languages, where verbs are combined with other verbs or particles to
create complex and nuanced meanings that go beyond the scope of simple
verb phrases. These structures offer a fascinating window into the intricate
grammatical systems of these languages and provide insights into the ways
in which languages encode information and express ideas.
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This article aims to embark on an enlightening journey through the
enigmatic world of VVCs in Asian languages. We will traverse the linguistic
landscapes of various Asian languages, exploring the diverse forms,
functions, and meanings of these complex structures. By delving into the
intricacies of VVCs, we seek to unravel the tapestry of linguistic expression
and gain a deeper understanding of the myriad ways in which languages
shape our perceptions and interactions with the world around us.
Types of Verb Verb Complexes: A Spectrum of Structures

The realm of VVCs in Asian languages is a diverse one, with a vast array of
structures and forms. Among the most common types of VVCs are:

1. Serial verbs: In serial verb constructions, multiple verbs are strung
together in a sequence, each verb contributing a distinct aspect or
meaning to the overall action. For instance, in Mandarin Chinese, the
VVC "吃完了 (chī wán le)" translates to "eat finish already," where the
first verb "吃 (chī)" means "eat," the second verb "完 (wán)" indicates
completion, and the particle "了 (le)" marks the past tense.

2. Light verbs: Light verbs, also known as support verbs, are
semantically weak verbs that combine with other verbs or nouns to
convey a specific meaning. A classic example is the Japanese verb "す
る (suru)" which means "do," and can be combined with nouns to form
compound verbs, such as "勉強する (benkyō suru)" meaning "study."

3. Causative verbs: Causative verbs express the notion of causing an
action to happen. In Korean, the causative verb "-() (-eusi-)" is
suffixed to another verb to indicate that the subject causes someone
else to perform the action. For example, " (meokda)" means "to
eat," and " (meogeuda)" means "to feed (someone)."



4. Modal verbs: Modal verbs express the speaker's attitude or stance
towards an action or event. In Thai, the modal verb " (dâi)" can be
used to indicate possibility or permission. For instance, "
(phûud dâi)" means "can speak" or "is allowed to speak."

Cross-Linguistic Perspectives: A Journey Across Asian Languages

The phenomenon of VVCs is not confined to a single Asian language, but is
rather a widespread feature found across a multitude of language families.
Let us embark on a cross-linguistic exploration to uncover the diverse
manifestations of VVCs in different Asian languages:

1. Chinese: In Mandarin Chinese, VVCs are commonly formed using
serial verbs, a sequence of verbs that can convey complex actions or
events. For instance, the VVC "吃了饭 (chī le fàn)" translates to "ate a
meal," where "吃 (chī)" means "eat," "了 (le)" indicates completion, and
"饭 (fàn)" means "meal."

2. Japanese: The Japanese language extensively employs light verbs,
which combine with nouns or other verbs to create compound verbs.
The verb "する (suru)" is a versatile light verb that can be combined
with nouns to form a wide range of compound verbs, such as "歩く
(aruku)" meaning "to walk" (from "足 (ashi)" meaning "foot") and "書く
(kaku)" meaning "to write" (from "字 (ji)" meaning "character").

3. Korean: Korean grammar features causative verbs, which express the
notion of causing an action to happen. The causative verb "-() (-
eusi-)" is suffixed to another verb to indicate that the subject causes
someone else to perform the action. For example, " (meokda)"
means "to eat," and " (meogeuda)" means "to feed (someone)."



4. Thai: The Thai language makes use of modal verbs to express the
speaker's attitude or stance towards an action or event. The modal
verb " (dâi)" can be used to indicate possibility or permission. For
instance, " (phûud dâi)" means "can speak" or "is allowed to
speak."

5. Vietnamese: Vietnamese grammar incorporates serial verbs in
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