
Unveiling the Hidden Histories: "We Were
Americans Too" Chronicles the Forgotten
Experiences of African American Soldiers in
World War I
In the annals of American history, the contributions of African American
soldiers during World War I often remain shrouded in obscurity. Yet, their
stories are a testament to resilience, courage, and an unwavering sense of
patriotism amidst prejudice and discrimination.

"We Were Americans Too," a groundbreaking book by acclaimed historian
and author N.D.B. Connolly, shines a long-overdue light on these forgotten
experiences. Through meticulous research and captivating storytelling,
Connolly brings to life the struggles, sacrifices, and triumphs of African
American soldiers and officers who fought for their country while facing
unimaginable adversity.
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A Legacy of Service and Sacrifice

African American soldiers have a rich military tradition that dates back to
the Revolutionary War. Despite facing systemic racism and discrimination,
they continued to serve with distinction in every major conflict, including the
Civil War and the Spanish-American War.

When the United States entered World War I in 1917, African Americans
eagerly volunteered to fight for their country. However, they were often
assigned to segregated units and given menial tasks, despite their
qualifications and experience.
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Despite these challenges, African American soldiers fought bravely and
made significant contributions to the war effort. They served in combat units
in France, earning a reputation for their tenacity and skill on the battlefield.

Overcoming Prejudice and Discrimination

While African American soldiers fought for their country, they also faced
prejudice and discrimination from both their fellow soldiers and the
American public. They were subjected to segregation, insults, and even
violence.

"We Were Americans Too" reveals the personal accounts of African
American soldiers who endured these hardships with dignity and
determination. They refused to let racism define their service or diminish
their patriotism.

One such soldier, Pvt. Henry Johnson, earned the Distinguished Service
Cross for his heroic actions during a German raid. Despite being wounded,
Johnson fought off the attackers alongside his fellow soldiers, killing
several and capturing others.



Recognition and Legacy

In recent years, there has been a growing effort to recognize and honor the
contributions of African American soldiers in World War I. In 2017,
President Obama awarded the Medal of Honor posthumously to Pvt.
Johnson, acknowledging his extraordinary bravery and sacrifice.
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"We Were Americans Too" further contributes to this important work of
historical recovery. By bringing their stories to a wider audience, Connolly
ensures that the experiences of these brave men will never be forgotten.

A Call for Inclusion and Equality

Beyond its historical significance, "We Were Americans Too" serves as a
powerful reminder of the ongoing struggle for racial equality in the United
States. The experiences of African American soldiers in World War I
highlight the enduring legacy of racism and the need for a more inclusive
and just society.

As we mark the anniversary of World War I, let us honor the sacrifices of all
those who served, regardless of their race or background. May "We Were
Americans Too" inspire us to create a more equitable and just future where
all Americans can truly enjoy the freedoms and opportunities they fought
for.

"We Were Americans Too" is a must-read for anyone interested in
American history, race relations, or the human spirit. It is a story of courage,
determination, and the indomitable will to overcome adversity.

Through the voices of these forgotten soldiers, N.D.B. Connolly has crafted
a powerful narrative that challenges our understanding of the past and
inspires us to build a better future. Let their stories serve as a catalyst for
greater inclusion, equality, and respect for all.
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