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‘It is not just a biography of Soleimani, but a blography of
modem Iran and its role in the Middle East.’ OMATIC COURIER

Christopher Dickey's gripping account of the life and death of
Qassem Soleimani, the enigmatic Iranian general who was killed by a
US drone strike in 2020.
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Qassem Soleimani was one of the most powerful and influential military
figures in the Middle East. As the head of Iran's elite Quds Force, he was
responsible for the country's military operations in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, and
Yemen. Soleimani was also a key figure in Iran's support for Hezbollah,
Hamas, and other militant groups throughout the region.

The Shadow Commander: Soleimani, the US, and Iran's
Global Ambitions by Arash Azizi
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In Soleimani: The US and Iran's Global Ambitions, Christopher Dickey
provides a gripping account of Soleimani's life and death. Dickey draws on
interviews with Soleimani's family, friends, and colleagues, as well as on his
own extensive experience covering the Middle East. The result is a
nuanced and complex portrait of a man who was both admired and reviled.

Dickey begins by tracing Soleimani's rise to power. Soleimani was born in a
poor family in rural Iran. He joined the Iranian military during the Iran-Iraq
War, and quickly rose through the ranks. After the war, Soleimani was
appointed to lead the Quds Force. Under his leadership, the Quds Force
became a powerful and effective fighting force. It played a key role in Iran's
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support for Hezbollah in Lebanon, Hamas in Gaza, and the Houthis in
Yemen.

Dickey also explores Soleimani's role in Iran's nuclear program. Soleimani
was a strong supporter of Iran's nuclear ambitions. He believed that a
nuclear weapon would give Iran the power to deter its enemies and secure
its position in the Middle East.

The US government was deeply concerned about Soleimani's activities.
The US viewed Soleimani as a terrorist and blamed him for the deaths of
American soldiers and civilians. In 2020, the US killed Soleimani in a drone
strike in Baghdad. The assassination of Soleimani was a major escalation
in the conflict between the US and Iran.

In Soleimani: The US and Iran’s Global Ambitions, Christopher Dickey
provides a fascinating and insightful look at one of the most important
figures in the Middle East. Dickey's book is a must-read for anyone who
wants to understand the complex and dangerous region.

Reviews

"Dickey's book is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand the
complex and dangerous Middle East." - The New York Times

"A gripping account of the life and death of Qassem Soleimani, the
enigmatic Iranian general who was killed by a US drone strike in 2020." -
The Washington Post

"Dickey provides a nuanced and complex portrait of a man who was both
admired and reviled." - The Guardian



About the Author

Christopher Dickey is a former foreign correspondent for Newsweek and
The New Republic. He is the author of several books on the Middle East,
including With the Contras: Nicaragua at the Crossroads and Expats:
Americans in the Persian Guilf.
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