
Mussorgsky's Pictures at an Exhibition: A
Masterpiece Once Upon a Time
Modest Mussorgsky's Pictures at an Exhibition is a suite of ten pieces for
solo piano inspired by a posthumous exhibition of paintings by his friend
Viktor Hartmann. The work is one of Mussorgsky's most famous and
popular compositions, and has been orchestrated by several composers,
including Maurice Ravel and Leopold Stokowski.
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Mussorgsky began composing Pictures at an Exhibition in 1874, shortly
after Hartmann's death. The suite is divided into two parts, each of which
contains five pieces. The first part is based on Hartmann's paintings of
architectural subjects, while the second part is based on his paintings of
landscapes and people.

The first piece in the suite, "Promenade," is a short, march-like piece that
represents Mussorgsky walking through the exhibition. The remaining
pieces in the first part are all based on specific paintings by Hartmann.
"Gnomus" is a grotesque, gnome-like figure; "Il vecchio castello" is a
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mysterious, ancient castle; "Tuileries" is a lively depiction of the Tuileries
Gardens in Paris; "Bydło" is a heavy, lumbering oxcart; and "Ballet of the
Unhatched Chicks" is a delicate, playful piece that depicts a group of chicks
dancing in their shells.

The second part of the suite opens with "Samuel Goldenberg and
Schmuyle," a character study of two Jewish men. "Limoges" is a delicate,
porcelain-like piece that depicts a group of Limoges boxes. "Catacombs" is
a dark, brooding piece that depicts the Catacombs of Paris. "The Great
Gate of Kiev" is a majestic, triumphant piece that depicts the Great Gate of
Kiev, the main entrance to the city of Kiev.

Pictures at an Exhibition is a masterpiece of the Romantic era. The work is
full of vivid imagery and emotional depth, and it is a testament to
Mussorgsky's genius as a composer. The suite is a popular choice for
concert performances, and it has been recorded by many of the world's
greatest pianists.

Musical Analysis

Pictures at an Exhibition is a complex and sophisticated work from a
musical standpoint. The suite is full of innovative harmonies and rhythms,
and it makes use of a wide range of musical devices, including
counterpoint, fugue, and variation.

The first piece in the suite, "Promenade," is a short, march-like piece that
establishes the main themes of the work. The piece is based on a simple,
four-note motif that is used throughout the suite. The "Promenade" theme
is also used to connect the other pieces in the suite, creating a sense of
unity and cohesion.



The remaining pieces in the first part of the suite are all based on specific
paintings by Hartmann. "Gnomus" is a grotesque, gnome-like figure that is
depicted in a painting by Hartmann. The music is full of jagged rhythms and
dissonant harmonies, which create a sense of unease and foreboding. "Il
vecchio castello" is a mysterious, ancient castle that is depicted in a
painting by Hartmann. The music is slow and atmospheric, and it uses a
variety of contrapuntal devices to create a sense of depth and mystery.

"Tuileries" is a lively depiction of the Tuileries Gardens in Paris. The music
is full of bright colors and cheerful melodies, and it uses a variety of
rhythmic devices to create a sense of movement and energy. "Bydło" is a
heavy, lumbering oxcart that is depicted in a painting by Hartmann. The
music is slow and ponderous, and it uses a variety of dissonant harmonies
to create a sense of weight and oppression. "Ballet of the Unhatched
Chicks" is a delicate, playful piece that depicts a group of chicks dancing in
their shells. The music is light and airy, and it uses a variety of staccato
rhythms to create a sense of playfulness and innocence.

The second part of the suite opens with "Samuel Goldenberg and
Schmuyle," a character study of two Jewish men. The music is full of
contrasting moods, and it uses a variety of musical devices to create a
sense of realism and authenticity. "Limoges" is a delicate, porcelain-like
piece that depicts a group of Limoges boxes. The music is light and airy,
and it uses a variety of repetitive rhythms to create a sense of delicacy and
fragility.

"Catacombs" is a dark, brooding piece that depicts the Catacombs of Paris.
The music is slow and atmospheric, and it uses a variety of contrapuntal
devices to create a sense of depth and mystery. "The Great Gate of Kiev"



is a majestic, triumphant piece that depicts the Great Gate of Kiev, the main
entrance to the city of Kiev. The music is full of bright colors and cheerful
melodies, and it uses a variety of rhythmic devices to create a sense of
movement and energy.

Pictures at an Exhibition is a masterpiece of the Romantic era. The work is
full of vivid imagery and emotional depth, and it is a testament to
Mussorgsky's genius as a composer. The suite is a
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