
Jurji Zaidan and the Foundations of Arab
Nationalism: Modern Intellectual and Political
Thought in the Middle East
Jurji Zaidan was a Lebanese-Egyptian writer, journalist, and historian who
is widely considered to be one of the founders of Arab nationalism. He was
born in Beirut in 1861 and died in Cairo in 1914. Zaidan's work had a
profound impact on the development of Arab nationalism, and he is still
revered as a major figure in the Arab world today.
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Zaidan's early life was marked by poverty and hardship. He was the son of
a Maronite Christian father and a Muslim mother. His father died when he
was young, and his mother was forced to support the family by working as
a seamstress. Zaidan attended a Maronite school, where he excelled in his
studies. He later studied at the American University of Beirut, where he was
exposed to Western ideas and culture.
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In 1880, Zaidan moved to Cairo, where he began his career as a journalist.
He soon became a leading figure in the Arab nationalist movement.
Zaidan's writings were widely read and influential, and he helped to shape
the political and intellectual landscape of the Arab world.

Zaidan's vision of Arab nationalism was based on a belief in the unity of the
Arab people and the need for a unified Arab state. He argued that the
Arabs were a distinct nation with a shared history, culture, and language.
He also believed that the Arabs had a right to self-determination and that
they should be free from foreign rule.

Zaidan's ideas were not universally accepted. Some Arabs were skeptical
of his vision of a unified Arab state, and others were concerned about the
potential for conflict between Arabs and other groups in the Middle East.
However, Zaidan's ideas played a major role in the development of Arab
nationalism, and he is still revered as a major figure in the Arab world
today.

Zaidan's Life and Work

Zaidan was born in Beirut, Lebanon, in 1861. His father was a Maronite
Christian and his mother was a Muslim. Zaidan's father died when he was
young, and his mother was forced to support the family by working as a
seamstress. Zaidan attended a Maronite school, where he excelled in his
studies. He later studied at the American University of Beirut, where he was
exposed to Western ideas and culture.

In 1880, Zaidan moved to Cairo, where he began his career as a journalist.
He soon became a leading figure in the Arab nationalist movement.



Zaidan's writings were widely read and influential, and he helped to shape
the political and intellectual landscape of the Arab world.

Zaidan's vision of Arab nationalism was based on a belief in the unity of the
Arab people and the need for a unified Arab state. He argued that the
Arabs were a distinct nation with a shared history, culture, and language.
He also believed that the Arabs had a right to self-determination and that
they should be free from foreign rule.

Zaidan's ideas were not universally accepted. Some Arabs were skeptical
of his vision of a unified Arab state, and others were concerned about the
potential for conflict between Arabs and other groups in the Middle East.
However, Zaidan's ideas played a major role in the development of Arab
nationalism, and he is still revered as a major figure in the Arab world
today.

Zaidan was a prolific writer. He published over 200 books and articles on a
wide range of topics, including history, politics, literature, and religion. His
most famous work is his 19-volume history of the Arabs, which is still
considered to be one of the most authoritative works on the subject.

Zaidan also founded several newspapers and magazines, which played a
major role in the spread of Arab nationalist ideas. His most famous
newspaper was Al-Hilal, which was published in Cairo from 1892 to 1914.
Al-Hilal was one of the most widely read newspapers in the Arab world, and
it played a major role in shaping the political and intellectual landscape of
the region.

Zaidan died in Cairo in 1914 at the age of 53. He is buried in the Al-Azhar
Mosque in Cairo. Zaidan's legacy continues to live on today. He is still



revered as a major figure in the Arab world, and his writings continue to be
read and studied by scholars and students of Arab history and politics.

Zaidan's Legacy

Zaidan's legacy is complex and multifaceted. He was a pioneer of Arab
nationalism, and his writings played a major role in the development of the
Arab nationalist movement. He was also a prolific writer and journalist, and
his work had a profound impact on the political and intellectual landscape
of the Arab world.

Zaidan's vision of Arab nationalism was based on a belief in the unity of the
Arab people and the need for a unified Arab state. This vision was not
universally accepted, and some Arabs were concerned about the potential
for conflict between Arabs and other groups in the Middle East. However,
Zaidan's ideas played a major role in the development of Arab nationalism,
and he is still revered as a major figure in the Arab world today.

Zaidan was a complex and controversial figure. He was a brilliant writer
and thinker, but he was also a man of his time. Some of his writings contain
racist and anti-Semitic remarks, which reflect the prevailing attitudes of the
time. However, Zaidan's overall legacy is positive. He was a pioneer of
Arab nationalism, and his writings played a major role in the development
of the Arab nationalist movement. He was also a prolific writer and
journalist, and his work had a profound impact on the political and
intellectual landscape of the Arab world.

Jurji Zaidan was a major figure in the history of Arab nationalism. His
writings played a major role in the development of the Arab nationalist
movement, and he is still revered as a major figure in the Arab world today.



Zaidan's legacy is complex and multifaceted, but his overall contribution to
the Arab world is undeniable.
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