
James DeWolf and the Rhode Island Slave
Trade: Uncovering the Dark Legacy of
American Heritage

James DeWolf, a name synonymous with maritime prowess and
entrepreneurial acumen, played a sinister role in the abhorrent transatlantic
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slave trade. As the 'Napoleon of the Slave Trade,' DeWolf amassed
immense wealth and influence, leaving an indelible mark on the American
heritage and the fight against slavery.

This article delves into the dark history of Rhode Island's involvement in the
slave trade, shedding light on DeWolf's pivotal role. We will explore the
gruesome practices, human suffering, and the struggle for abolition that
unfolded during this shameful chapter in American history.
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Rhode Island: A Hub of Slave Trade

In the 18th and 19th centuries, Rhode Island emerged as a major hub of
the transatlantic slave trade. Its convenient coastline and maritime
infrastructure made it an ideal port for slave ships to load and unload their
human cargo.

Newport, in particular, became notorious as a slave trading center.
Merchants like DeWolf established thriving businesses, profiting from the买
卖 of enslaved Africans. Ships from Newport sailed to West Africa, where
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they exchanged manufactured goods for slaves. These enslaved
individuals were then transported across the Atlantic to be sold in the
Americas.

James DeWolf: The 'Napoleon of the Slave Trade'

Born in Bristol, Rhode Island, in 1764, James DeWolf inherited his father's
maritime business and quickly expanded its reach. He recognized the
lucrative potential of the slave trade and became one of the most
successful slave traders in American history.

DeWolf's slave ships made countless voyages between Africa and the
Americas. He is estimated to have transported over 10,000 enslaved
individuals during his career. The profits from these voyages enabled him
to amass a vast fortune, making him one of the wealthiest men in Rhode
Island.

The Gruesome Reality of the Slave Trade

The transatlantic slave trade was a brutal and inhumane enterprise.
Enslaved Africans were subjected to unimaginable horrors during their
journey. They were packed into overcrowded and unsanitary ships,
suffering from malnutrition, disease, and abuse.

Many succumbed to sickness or died during the treacherous voyage. The
survivors faced a life of forced labor and oppression in the Americas.
DeWolf, as a major player in this gruesome trade, bears responsibility for
the suffering and loss of countless lives.

The Fight for Abolition



As the horrors of the slave trade became increasingly evident, a growing
movement for abolition emerged. In Rhode Island, Quakers and other
religious groups played a significant role in raising awareness about the
evils of slavery.

The abolitionist movement gained momentum in the early 19th century,
with figures like Frederick Douglass and William Lloyd Garrison leading the
charge. They denounced the slave trade and advocated for the
emancipation of enslaved individuals.

DeWolf's Legacy and Rhode Island's Reckoning

James DeWolf's legacy is a complex and controversial one. While he was a
successful businessman and influential figure in his time, his involvement in
the slave trade casts a dark shadow over his legacy.

In recent years, Rhode Island has grappled with its role in the slave trade.
Historical research and public dialogue have shed light on the state's
complicity in this shameful chapter.

Monuments to DeWolf have been removed, and efforts are underway to
commemorate the victims of the slave trade and honor the abolitionists who
fought for justice. Rhode Island's reckoning with its past is an ongoing
process, as the state seeks to acknowledge and atone for its involvement
in slavery.

James DeWolf and the Rhode Island slave trade are a sobering reminder
of the horrors of slavery and the fight for human rights. DeWolf's wealth and
influence were built on the exploitation and suffering of enslaved Africans.



While Rhode Island has a complex history, it is important to acknowledge
and confront its role in the slave trade. By understanding the past, we can
work towards a more just and equitable future.

The legacy of James DeWolf and the Rhode Island slave trade is a
reminder that the fight against racism and oppression is an ongoing
struggle. It is a call to action to work towards a society where all individuals
are treated with dignity and respect, regardless of their race or origin.
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