
How to Crack GATE Exam in Your First
Attempt: A Comprehensive Guide to Success
The Graduate Aptitude Test in Engineering (GATE) is one of the most
competitive entrance exams in India, with lakhs of students appearing each
year. The exam is conducted by the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)
Bombay on behalf of the National Coordinating Board for GATE (NCB-
GATE). GATE scores are used for admission to postgraduate programs
(Masters and PhD) in engineering and science disciplines in IITs, NITs, and
other leading institutes in India. Securing a high GATE score can also open
doors to prestigious jobs in PSUs (Public Sector Undertakings) and MNCs
(Multinational Corporations).
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Cracking GATE exam in the first attempt requires strategic planning,
dedicated preparation, and a thorough understanding of the exam pattern
and syllabus. This comprehensive guide will provide you with insider tips,
proven strategies, and a step-by-step roadmap to ace the GATE exam in
your first attempt.
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Section 1: Know the GATE Exam

1.1 Exam Pattern

The GATE exam is a three-hour online computer-based test (CBT). The
exam consists of two types of questions:

1. Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs): These questions carry 1 mark
each and have four answer options. Only one answer is correct.

2. Numerical Answer Type (NAT) Questions: These questions carry 2
marks each and require you to enter the numerical answer without any
units.

The GATE exam is divided into two sections:

1. Section A: General Aptitude (GA): This section is common to all
papers and carries 15% weightage. It consists of questions on verbal
ability, numerical ability, logical reasoning, and spatial ability.

2. Section B: Engineering Mathematics and Core Engineering: This
section carries 85% weightage and consists of questions specific to
your chosen engineering discipline.

1.2 Syllabus

The GATE syllabus is vast and covers various topics from your
undergraduate engineering curriculum. The syllabus for each engineering
discipline is different and can be found on the official GATE website. It is
important to thoroughly understand the syllabus and identify the important
topics that carry more weightage in the exam.

Section 2: Preparation Strategy



2.1 Start Early

The key to cracking GATE exam is to start preparing early. Ideally, you
should start preparing at least 6-8 months before the exam. This will give
you ample time to cover the entire syllabus, practice questions, and take
mock tests.

2.2 Understand the Concepts

GATE exam tests your conceptual understanding of engineering principles.
It is not enough to just memorize formulas and derivations. Make sure you
understand the underlying concepts and their applications in real-world
scenarios.

2.3 Follow a Structured Study Plan

Create a structured study plan that allocates specific time slots for each
subject. Stick to your plan and make sure you cover all the important
topics.

2.4 Use Reference Books and Study Material

There are many excellent reference books and study materials available for
GATE preparation. Choose the ones that are highly recommended and
follow them thoroughly.

2.5 Practice Regularly

Practice is essential for success in GATE exam. Solve as many practice
questions as possible from previous year papers, sample papers, and
mock tests.

2.6 Take Mock Tests



Mock tests are full-length tests that simulate the actual GATE exam. Taking
mock tests regularly will help you assess your preparation level, identify
your weaknesses, and improve your time management skills.

Section 3: Last-Minute Tips

3.1 Revise Important Topics

In the last few days before the exam, focus on revising the important topics
that you have covered during your preparation.

3.2 Get Proper Rest

Ensure that you get proper rest and sleep before the exam. This will help
you stay focused and perform at your best.

3.3 Stay Positive and Confident

Believe in yourself and your preparation. Stay positive and confident on the
day of the exam. This will boost your performance and help you overcome
any exam anxiety.

Cracking GATE exam in your first attempt is achievable with the right
strategy, dedication, and hard work. Follow the tips and guidance provided
in this comprehensive guide to develop a winning strategy and ace the
GATE exam with flying colors.

Remember, success in GATE exam is not just about passing the exam but
about achieving your career goals. A high GATE score can open doors to
prestigious postgraduate programs and exciting job opportunities. So, stay
focused, work smart, and crack the GATE exam in your first attempt to
unlock your full potential.
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