
Deadfalls, Traps, Snares: Illustrated – The
Ultimate Guide to Traditional Hunting Methods
The world of hunting is vast and multifaceted, with a wide array of
techniques and tools employed by hunters throughout history. Among the
oldest and most effective methods is the use of traps, snares, and
deadfalls. These devices allow hunters to capture animals without the need
for direct confrontation, making them a valuable tool for subsistence,
wildlife management, and even wilderness survival.
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In the comprehensive guidebook "Deadfalls, Traps, Snares: Illustrated,"
renowned expert Arthur Robert Harding shares his wealth of knowledge
and experience on these traditional hunting methods. With meticulous
detail and vivid illustrations, Harding demystifies the art of trapping,
providing aspiring and experienced hunters alike with a valuable resource
to enhance their skills.
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A Timeless Legacy of Hunting Wisdom

Arthur Robert Harding was a legendary figure in the world of hunting and
trapping. Born in 1867, he spent a lifetime pursuing his passion in the
rugged wilderness of the American West. Through his extensive experience
and meticulous observations, Harding developed a deep understanding of
animal behavior and the art of capturing them.

"Deadfalls, Traps, Snares: Illustrated" is the culmination of Harding's
lifelong dedication to hunting. Originally published in 1908, this classic work
has become a foundational reference for generations of hunters. Harding's
writing is characterized by its clarity, practicality, and unwavering attention
to detail.

An In-Depth Guide to Traditional Hunting

"Deadfalls, Traps, Snares: Illustrated" is not merely a collection of
techniques; it is a comprehensive treatise on the entire spectrum of
traditional hunting methods. Harding begins by introducing the fundamental
principles of trapping, emphasizing the importance of understanding animal
psychology and habitat. He then delves into the specifics of setting different
types of traps, including:

Deadfalls: Simple but effective devices that use gravity to drop a
weight on an unsuspecting animal.

Traps: Enclosures or mechanisms that restrain an animal after it has
triggered a release mechanism.

Snares: Nooses or loops that are used to capture an animal by its
neck or limbs.



Harding provides detailed instructions for constructing each type of trap,
along with tips on selecting the appropriate materials and bait. He also
discusses the ethical considerations of trapping and emphasizes the
importance of responsible wildlife management.

The Value of Traditional Hunting Methods

In an era dominated by high-tech hunting equipment, the value of
traditional hunting methods might be overlooked. However, there are
numerous reasons why these methods remain relevant and beneficial:

Sustainability: Traps and snares are selective in their capture,
targeting specific species and age groups. This allows hunters to
manage wildlife populations in a sustainable manner.

Humane: When properly set, traps and snares can be humane
methods of capturing animals. They avoid the potential for injury or
death that can occur with other hunting methods, such as firearms.

Wilderness Survival: In survival situations, trapping can provide a
crucial source of food and resources. Knowledge of traditional hunting
methods can be invaluable for anyone spending extended periods in
the wilderness.

"Deadfalls, Traps, Snares: Illustrated" by Arthur Robert Harding is an
indispensable guide for anyone interested in traditional hunting methods.
Whether you are an aspiring hunter looking to learn the basics or an
experienced professional seeking to expand your knowledge, this book will
provide you with invaluable insights and practical advice.



Harding's writing is a testament to the enduring wisdom of traditional
hunting practices. By embracing these methods, we can not only harvest
wildlife in a sustainable and responsible manner but also connect with the
rich heritage of our ancestors and the natural world around us.
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