
Alternate Realities Alliance Union Universe
Cherryh: A Comprehensive Guide
The Alternate Realities Alliance Union Universe, created by renowned
science fiction author C.J. Cherryh, is a vast and complex setting spanning
multiple novels and series. This article provides a comprehensive guide to
the ARA Universe, exploring its history, factions, and major characters.
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History

The ARA Universe is set in a distant future where humanity has spread to
the stars and encountered a variety of alien species. The Alliance-Union, a
powerful interstellar federation, has emerged as the dominant force in
human space.

The Alliance-Union was formed in the aftermath of the Merovingen Wars, a
devastating conflict between the Alliance and the Merovingen Empire. The
Merovingens were a technologically advanced alien race who had enslaved
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many human worlds. The Alliance-Union was formed to defeat the
Merovingens and prevent them from conquering all of human space.

After the Merovingen Wars, the Alliance-Union began to expand its territory
and influence. It established colonies on new planets and incorporated new
alien species into its federation. However, the Alliance-Union also faced
challenges from within and without.

Internal tensions within the Alliance-Union led to the secession of several
member states. These states formed the Cyteen Confederacy, a rival
interstellar federation. The Cyteen Confederacy posed a constant threat to
the Alliance-Union, and the two federations were often on the brink of war.

External threats to the Alliance-Union came from a variety of sources. The
Chanur, a feline-like alien race, were a constant threat to human shipping in
the Alliance-Union's outer territories. The Downbelow Station, a vast space
station located in the depths of human space, was a haven for criminals
and outcasts. The Downbelow Station was often a source of conflict
between the Alliance-Union and the rest of human space.

Factions

The ARA Universe is home to a variety of factions, both human and alien.

The Alliance-Union is the dominant force in human space. It is a
powerful interstellar federation with a vast military and a strong
economy.

The Cyteen Confederacy is a rival interstellar federation that was
formed after the Merovingen Wars. The Cyteen Confederacy is smaller



and less powerful than the Alliance-Union, but it is still a significant
threat.

The Chanur are a feline-like alien race that is native to the Chanur
Territories. The Chanur are a powerful and technologically advanced
race, and they are a constant threat to human shipping in the Alliance-
Union's outer territories.

The Downbelow Station is a vast space station located in the depths of
human space. The Downbelow Station is a haven for criminals and
outcasts. It is often a source of conflict between the Alliance-Union and
the rest of human space.

Major Characters

The ARA Universe is home to a variety of major characters, both human
and alien.

Bren Cameron is a human space captain who is the protagonist of the
Faded Sun trilogy. Bren is a skilled and experienced captain, but he is
also haunted by the death of his family in the Merovingen Wars.

Pyanfar Chanur is a female Chanur who is the protagonist of the
Chanur series. Pyanfar is a skilled and intelligent trader, but she is also
a fierce warrior. She is determined to protect her people from the
threats posed by humans and other alien races.

Merovin Shaliol is a male Merovingen who is the main antagonist of
the Faded Sun trilogy. Shaliol is a powerful and ruthless warlord who is
determined to conquer all of human space.

Roshida M'zin is a female human who is the protagonist of the
Downbelow Station series. Roshida is a strong and independent



woman who is determined to survive in the harsh and dangerous
environment of the Downbelow Station.

The Alternate Realities Alliance Union Universe is a vast and complex
setting that is home to a variety of fascinating characters and stories. This
article has provided a comprehensive guide to the ARA Universe, but there
is still much more to explore. If you are interested in science fiction, space
opera, or alternate realities, then I encourage you to check out the ARA
Universe. You won't be disappointed.
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