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Langston Hughes was one of the most influential poets and writers of the
Harlem Renaissance. His work explored the lives of African Americans in
the early 20th century, and he was a powerful voice for social justice.

The Life of Langston Hughes: Volume I: 1902-1941, I,
Too, Sing America (Life of Langston Hughes, 1902-1941
Book 1) by Arnold Rampersad

4.9 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 3275 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 856 pages
Lending : Enabled

Hughes was born in Joplin, Missouri, in 1902. He moved to Cleveland,
Ohio, with his mother and stepfather when he was a child. He attended
Central High School in Cleveland, where he began to write poetry.

After graduating from high school, Hughes attended Columbia University in
New York City. He left Columbia after two years to travel to Europe and
Africa. He returned to the United States in 1924 and published his first book
of poetry, The Weary Blues, in 1926.
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Hughes's work was widely praised by critics, and he quickly became one of
the leading figures of the Harlem Renaissance. He published several more
books of poetry, including Fine Clothes to the Jew (1927),The Dream
Keeper (1932),and Montage of a Dream Deferred (1951).

In addition to his poetry, Hughes also wrote fiction, plays, and essays. His
novel Not Without Laughter (1930) was a critical and commercial success.
He also wrote several plays, including Mulatto (1935) and Tambourines to
Glory (1958).

Hughes was a lifelong activist for social justice. He was a member of the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and
the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). He also wrote several essays
and speeches on the need for racial equality.

Hughes died in New York City in 1967. He is buried in the Woodlawn
Cemetery in the Bronx.

Hughes's work continues to be read and studied today. He is considered
one of the most important American poets of the 20th century.

Legacy

Langston Hughes's legacy is immense. He was a major figure in the
Harlem Renaissance, and his work helped to shape the course of African
American literature. He was a powerful voice for social justice, and his work
continues to inspire people around the world.

Hughes's work has been translated into more than 20 languages. He has
been the subject of numerous biographies and critical studies. His work is



taught in schools and universities around the world.

Hughes's legacy is one of hope and inspiration. He showed that it is
possible to overcome adversity and to achieve great things. He was a true
American hero.
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